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Resolution of the Round Table 
“Local BSAP – The role of municipalities  

in implementation of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action”  
 

in the frame of 

XIX INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL FORUM "BALTIC SEA DAY" 

 
Moderators: Olli-Pekka Mäki, City of Turku 

Jari-Pekka Pääkkönen, City of Helsinki 

Discussion facilitators:  Lars Sonesten, Chair of HELCOM PRESSURE working group 

Carla Alexandra, Race for the Baltic 
 

Number of participants: 50 
 
The Round table session was held on the 22nd of March, 2018. Over 50 representatives from 

Russian Federation, Estonia, Lithuania, Poland, Finland, Sweden participated in it.  
The discussions aimed to be solutions-focused, exploring how strategic water protection at the 

municipal level is enhanced and supported by international communication and collaboration. 
Furthermore, the session examined possibilities for increasing international collaboration and 
engagement regarding the role municipalities can play to implement the Baltic Sea Action Plan. 

We perceive great potential for HELCOM to engage in a forum with the local authorities about 
how local authorities could be supported and even more engaged in collaborative efforts to achieve 
the goals of HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan. Further, there are exceptional efforts and achievements 
already being undertaken by local authorities towards water protection, which can be both 
supported and usefully shared via increased multi-level communication and collaboration together 
with HELCOM. 

 
Results in summary 
The meeting perceives great potential for HELCOM to engage in a forum with local authorities 

about how local authorities could be supported and even more engaged in collaborative efforts to 
achieve the goals of HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan. Further, there are exceptional efforts and 
achievements already being undertaken by local authorities towards water protection – stimulated 
in part by their voluntary participation in regional networks and their recognition of the 
environmental and socio-economic benefit to their communities by making such efforts – which can 
be both supported and usefully shared via increased multi-level communication and collaboration 
together with HELCOM. 

Further, the meeting called for new processes for multi-level dialogue between the local-to-
intergovernmental levels, with four key points: 

To have the intention to pursue a joint statement/resolution from local authorities to HELCOM 
that will welcome and support the efforts from HELCOM to engage and support municipalities efforts 
towards BSAP targets. 

Formally invited local authorities present at the roundtable and members of the UBC, BSCA and 
BSC networks to engage in this declaration. 

Explored the opportunity and benefits for local authorities to engage in multi-level dialogue 
with HELCOM and looks forward to possible reflections in HELCOM plans. 

Showcases to HELCOM the commitments and efforts local authorities have already taken to 
restore their local waters which have the added benefit of supporting the achievement of the BSAP. 

 
Accomplishments of the roundtable discussions 
The roundtable discussions were conducted in two blocks, each based on a few introductory 
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preceding presentations. 
In the first block, presentations were made by the Union of Baltic Cities (UBC), Baltic Sea 

Challenge (BSC) and Race for The Baltic on the theme: “The frameworks and networks in local 
municipal Baltic Sea work” followed by a panel discussion on “How to harness international 
collaboration for strategic water protection in municipalities”. 

The second block contained presentations with practical examples by four local authorities 
around the Baltic Sea; Panevėžys in Lithuania, Słupsk in Poland, and Kalmar and Växjö in Sweden. The 
following panel discussion had the theme “HELCOM supporting municipalities’ engagement to local 
implementation of international water protection goals”. 

There was interest from all municipalities on the panel (Słupsk, Panevėžys, Kalmar and 
Växjö) to engage with the development of a declaration or memorandum from local authorities 
towards HELCOM, that would both welcome and support HELCOM’s efforts to increase cooperation 
and communication with local authorities, and this was also supported by the representatives from 
the cities of Turku and Helsinki. 

The municipalities on the panel suggested that the declaration could possibly take the form of 
welcoming HELCOM’s increased communication and cooperation, and could highlight, for example, 
their commitments to nutrient reduction targets (for those that have clear set reduction targets), as 
well as other actions not only on nutrient reductions, taken by municipalities that support BSAP 
goals, such as citizen engagement and awareness-raising activities. 

Further, the networks present at the roundtable discussion (UBC, BSC, RFTB) expressed their 
interest to support and participate in this process.  

 
Background 
Helsinki Convention, the Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) and HELCOM Recommendations address 

different aspects of land-based pollution sources with an intention to minimize their effect on the 
marine environment. Implementation of these HELCOM agreements is the responsibility of the 
HELCOM's ten Contracting Parties, i.e. the national governments of the nine countries around the 
Baltic Sea and the European Union. The work in HELCOM is based on intergovernmental cooperation 
with national delegations. In addition, other stakeholders can have Observer status in HELCOM. 

However, in practice local authorities, supported by other local actors and regional networks, 
play a key role for succeeding with these commitments’ national and international goals in eg. 
reducing land-based loading to coastal waters. Currently, there are several macro-regional initiatives 
and networks focusing on involvement of the local authorities into implementation of the BSAP 
targets in different ways. These initiatives and networks are based on voluntary commitments of 
local authorities, projects or private funds1. 

Networks like the Union of the Baltic Cities (UBC) and initiatives like the Baltic Sea Challenge 
(BSC) and the Baltic Sea City Accelerator (BSCA) programme by Race for the Baltic gave in 
presentations and in the discussions examples on how they work with practical tools, preparation of 
externally funded projects, exchanging experiences, organizing events, contacts to other 
organisations etc. for supporting local authorities’ capacities in their strategic water protection work. 
These initiatives and networks see the common interest and benefits from increased communication 
and collaboration between the local authorities and from local level to regional, national and 
international dialogue, including HELCOM, i.e. multi-level governance. All these supportive measures 
create a system of local authorities’ synergies and peer support for planning and implementation of 
water protection measures. Thus UBC, BSC and BSCA highlighted the importance of local authorities’ 
initiatives, projects and events in the multi-level context. Local authorities are already widely 
engaged in transnational dialogue on improving the co-operation around the management and 
protection of waters in the Baltic Sea Region. 

 
                                                        
1 

The Baltic Sea Challenge network initiative was launched in 2007 when the Mayors of the Finnish cities of Turku and Helsinki wanted to do more 
for improving the state of the Baltic Sea. Now there are about 270 organisations committed to the Challenge and their own local water 
protection measures. Among the network are e.g. local authorities, businesses, research and education institutions, NGOs and labour unions. 
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The Baltic Sea City Accelerator was launched in 2015,  and is one of the environmental initiatives of Race For The Baltic foundation. It is a platform 
for municipalities and cities to work together to identify cost-effective, smart and innovative solutions to local water- and wastewater-management 
challenges. BSCA brings together Baltic Sea region municipalities, science and business in joint action for a clean Baltic Sea. 

Union of the Baltic Cities Sustainable Cities Commission is the network of around 100 member cities. Founded in 1991 in Gdańsk, UBC is a voluntary, 
proactive network mobilizing the shared potential of its member cities. UBC works through seven commissions, of which the Sustainable Cities 
Commission (SCC) focuses on the environmental and urban sustainability work. UBC has an Observatory status in HELCOM. 

 

 


